
2022 Member’s Dependent 
Scholarship Recipients

David L. Laffere Memorial Scholarship 
Logen Livingston
University of Wyoming and Sheridan College | Accounting

Logen Livingston attends the University of Wyoming and Sheridan College, where she 
is majoring in accounting. An intern at Navajo Transitional Energy Company’s Spring 
Creek Mine (SCM), she hopes to apply to SCM as a full-time accountant after she 
receives her degree.

In addition to her internship, for the past four years Logen has also worked as 
a live-in care provider for a woman with a traumatic brain injury. She says that this 
experience impressed upon her the potential for financial exploitation of people in this 
situation and has sparked in her the desire to open a non-profit organization to provide 
free Social Security payee services across Wyoming.

Logen is the third generation in her family to have worked at SCM, following in 
the steps of her father, uncle, and grandparents. “I cannot imagine a future without my 
yellow hard hat and steel-toed boots,” she says. “The skills SCM has already given me 
will be a great asset to any company, but seeking a job in coal will allow me to build my 
experience within the industry.”

Thomas C. Canter Honorary Scholarship 
Elizabeth Kosmidis
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga | Finance

Elizabeth Kosmidis attends the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, where she is 
majoring in finance. She currently works at the Tennessee Valley Authority as an intern 
in the financial services group and hopes to secure a full-time position there after she 
graduates.

When she is not studying or working at her internship, Elizabeth pursues a range 
of extracurricular activities, including participating in the Student Managed Investment 
Learning Experience (SMILE) Fund, the Trading and Investment Club, and working 
with the Ladies of Philoptochos, which promotes charitable, benevolent, and philan-
thropic outreach.

Among Elizabeth’s post-graduation aspirations are to obtain her CFA Certified 
Financial Analyst Certificate and secure “a role in finance that analyzes the financials and 
logistics behind the coal industry.” 

NCTA’s Education Committee has announced the winners of the 2022 Member’s Dependent Scholarships. Each Member’s 
Dependent Scholarship winner will receive $1,500 to further his or her university, college, or trade school education.

Logen Livingston

Elizabeth Kosmidis
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Vocational, Trade, Certificate,  
or Associate Degree Program Scholarship
Devon Borchers
Northeast Community College | Utility Line Program

Devon Borchers attends Northeast Community College, where he is enrolled in the 
Utility Line Program. He hopes to become a utility lineman in Nebraska so that he can 
pursue his great interest in electricity and love of working outdoors.

Throughout high school, Devon was active in sports—earning varsity letters in 
soccer, basketball, and football—and in his senior year was selected first-team all-state 
in football. His many charitable efforts included volunteering on behalf of the American 
Heart Association, Sammy Superheroes, The United Way, and Night to Shine.

Voted captain of his football team as well as homecoming king, Devon has this to 
say about providing positive inspiration for others: “I believe being a leader is an import-
ant role to fill because, whoever you are with and whatever you do, a positive leader or 
role model can motivate you to achieve more than you imagined was possible.” 

Vocational, Trade, Certificate, or Associate Degree Program Scholarship
Caden Holm
Northeast Community College | Utility Line Program

Caden Holm attends Northeast Community College, where he is enrolled in the Utility 
Line Program. He hopes to follow in the footsteps of his father, uncle, and two cousins, 
all of whom have made careers in the electric generation industry.

Hard work and achievement have been hallmarks of Caden’s high school career, 
during which he earned varsity letters in football, basketball, and track—and was named 
captain of both the football and basketball teams. He also worked extensively as a farm-
hand; was active in both 4-H and Future Farmers of America (for whom he led efforts to 
build a barn/facility for the school); and served as President of the Letter Club, where he 
helped lead fundraising events and plan homecoming.

Contemplating his future as a lineman, Caden says: “I will never forget last year, 
during the polar vortex, the line crews that were out in our area restoring power to 
homes. The world will always need electricity, and therefore the world will always need 
good, trained workers in the industry.”

NCTA thanks the members of its Educational Foundation Board, who chose the scholarship 
winners from a top field of applicants. Board members include Sharon Robinson, Blackhawk 
Mining, Chair; Daniel Sipe, Tennessee Valley Authority; Cathy Proctor, Duke Energy; and 
Barbara Porter, Arch Resources Inc. p

Devon Borchers

Caden Holm
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2021 Member’s Dependent 
Scholarship Recipients

David L. Laffere Memorial Scholarship 
Jason Fletcher
University of Mary | Computer Information Systems

Jason Fletcher is a senior at the University of Mary, in Bismarck, North Dakota, where 
he is studying for his Bachelor’s degree in Computer Information Systems. He is pur-
suing a career in this field because of his lifelong interest in understanding computer 
databases, networks, and security.

In addition to maintaining a full-time class schedule—and earning Dean’s List 
honors for the past three years—he works part-time as an information technology intern 
at Montana Dakota Utilities Resources Group Inc. in Bismarck. When he’s not studying 
or working, he enjoys playing baseball, hunting, fishing, hiking, snowboarding, and 
spending time with family and friends.

“I enjoy helping users with their technology goals,” Jason states, and “I hope to use 
my degree to help ensure a bright future for the coal family and all that it has to offer.” 
He credits his parents, Jayson and Annette, and brother, Mason, for always giving him 
the love and support needed to succeed. p

Thomas C. Canter Honorary Scholarship 
Luke Skeels
Texas A&M University | Business Honors and Accounting

Luke Skeels is a senior at Texas A&M University majoring in Business Honors and 
Accounting. He chose to pursue a degree in accounting because it is “the language of 
business, and accountants are essential in every industry,” he says. After completing his 
degree, Luke will work for Ernst & Young in their Dallas audit practice.

Luke’s interest in accounting began in high school when he took two years of 
accounting classes. He also participated in accounting competitions that furthered his 
desire to continue his education in this field. In college, he has continued to enjoy his 
coursework and learning how to understand and analyze financial statements. 

Outside of the classroom, Luke is involved in the Texas A&M Wesley Foundation, 
where he is finance chair, and co-leads a Bible study. He is also Treasurer of the Texas 
A&M College Diabetes Network, an organization that support students with Type 1 
diabetes. Luke thanks his parents, Steve and Suzanne, as well as his sisters, Olivia and 
Caroline, for their support in helping him accomplish his goals. p

NCTA’s Education Committee has announced the winners of the 2021 Member’s Dependent Scholarships. Each Member’s 
Dependent Scholarship winner will receive $1,500 to further his or her university, college, or trade school education.

Jason Fletcher

Luke Skeels
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College or University Scholarship
Olivia Skeels
Texas Christian University | Biology (Pre-Dental) and Business

Olivia Skeels is a senior at Texas Christian University studying Biology on the Pre-Den-
tal track with a Business minor. After graduation, she hopes to be accepted into dental 
school, obtain her Doctorate of Dental Surgery (DDS), and one day own her own 
practice.

Olivia chose a career in dentistry not only for her love of science and oral medicine, 
“but also for the rewarding aspect of helping people every day,” she says. With dentistry 
continuing to shift toward more holistic medicine, Olivia wants to focus on assisting her 
future patients in improving their overall health through oral hygiene.

When Olivia is not studying, she stays busy working at the TCU information tech-
nology desk, acting in her capacity as President of the Pre-Dental Club, and attending 
Bible study. Her hobbies include playing violin and piano, riding horses, and knitting. 
She credits her parents, Steve and Suzanne; siblings Luke and Caroline; and her boy-
friend, Collin, who have all supported her throughout school and encouraged her to 
reach her goals. p

Vocational, Trade, Certificate, or Associate Degree Program Scholarship
Kane Benson
Northeast Community College | Utility Line Program

Kane Benson currently attends Northeast Community College in Norfolk, Nebraska, 
where he is pursuing an Associate of Applied Science degree in the Utility Line Program. 
“My dad has worked for Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) for 27 years and has 
introduced me to several line techs,” Kane says. “Talking to the line techs has helped me 
in my decision to pursue a career in utility line work.”

In addition to his studies, Kane currently works part-time on a local farm/feedlot 
and, this past spring, he also job-shadowed with a distribution crew from NPPD. When 
not in school or working, Kane likes to hunt, fish, and ride all-terrain vehicles—activi-
ties he hopes to continue if he can secure work in Nebraska after completing his studies.

Beyond the recreational opportunities, Kane says he looks forward to serving the 
general public. “I like the small-town atmosphere and have seen the local fire depart-
ment and Polk County Rural Public Power District participate in county activities,” he 
says. “I like giving back to the community.”

NCTA thanks the members of its Educational Foundation Board, who chose the scholarship 
winners from a field of about two dozen applicants. Board members include Sharon Robin-
son, Blackhawk Mining, Chair; Brian Fuller, Southern Company; Cathy LeFevers, Duke 
Energy; Barbara Porter, Arch Resources; and Levi Cecil, Xcel Energy. p

Olivia Skeels

Kane Benson
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2020 Member’s Dependent 
Scholarship Recipients

James Henry
The Ohio State University | Electrical Engineering

James “Jim” Henry is a junior at The Ohio State University studying electrical engi-
neering with a minor in business. He chose to pursue a degree in electrical engineering 
because electrical devices are integrated into almost every part of life, giving him the 
opportunity to work in almost any industry. After completing his degree, Jim hopes to 
work either in the manufacturing or the power industry. 

His interest in electrical engineering stems from the impact of his father, Jim Henry, 
who works at American Electric Power. “From a young age, I was learning about the 
inner workings of the U.S. power grid and how everyone depends on it to be reliable 
and affordable,” Jim says. “I was curious about how the world worked, so my parents 
frequently found me taking apart old electronics and other devices and putting them 
back together.”

While his academic studies keep him busy during the semester, he still makes time 
for Bible study and is a member of Ohio State’s Tau Beta Pi engineering honor society. 
Outside of school, he enjoys 1/8th-scale live steam railroading as well as hiking and 
biking with friends and family. Jim credits his parents, Jim and Kelley; sister Megan; and 
fiancée, Haley Heeter, with being instrumental in giving him the support he needs to 
accomplish his goals.

Tessa Hannaford
Bryan College of Health Sciences | Nursing

Tessa Hannaford is a junior at Bryan College of Health Sciences, where she is major-
ing in nursing. While attending school, she works as a certified nursing assistant at a 
memory care facility. Following graduation, she plans to pursue her goal of working at a 
pediatric hospital helping sick kids and their families.

“Ever since I was little, I have always been interested in the human body and how 
complicated it is,” Tessa says. “My passion in life is to help people during some of the 
most difficult/scary times of their lives. That is why nursing is the perfect career for me.”

Tessa grew up on a farm outside of Auburn, Nebraska, not far from Cooper Nuclear 
Station, where her mom, Beth, has worked for 25 years and which her dad, Marty, 
recently retired from after 37 years. She has two brothers, both of whom are majoring 
in mechanical engineering at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. When not studying, 
Tessa likes to spend time with her family—playing board games, going on bike rides, 
and scuba diving.

NCTA’s Education Committee has announced the winners of the 2020 Member’s Dependent Scholarships. Each Member’s 
Dependent Scholarship winner will receive $1,500 to further his or her university, college, or trade school education.

David L. Laffere 
Memorial Scholarship

Thomas C. Canter 
Honorary Scholarship

John Appelbaum
Missouri University of Science and Technology | Mechanical Engineering

John Appelbaum is a junior at Missouri University of Science and Technology, where he 
studies mechanical engineering. Upon graduation in 2022, he plans to pursue a profes-
sional engineering license as well as an MBA.

John found his passion for engineering as a child when he and his brothers would 
watch and “assist” their dad, Dan Appelbaum of Peabody Energy, on various projects 
around their house. “Growing up, my father always engaged my brothers and me in 
engineering projects such as building and launching model rockets, renovating our older 
home, or fixing the family cars,” John says. “These experiences led me to pursue a career 
in engineering.”

At Missouri S&T, John is very active in the Kappa Alpha fraternity. Currently, he 
serves as the Brotherhood Chairman and an Academic Leader, working to build bonds 
between fraternity members and guide others academically. He also enjoys giving back 
to his local community by doing service work every semester. Outside of school, John is 
an avid outdoorsman, escaping to the Ozarks to hunt and fish every chance he gets.

Megan Lee
Southeast Community College | John Deere Ag Tech Program

Megan Lee attends Southeast Community College, in Milford, Nebraska, where she is 
pursuing an Associate of Applied Science degree in the John Deere Ag Tech program. 
“I decided to pursue this degree because I was introduced to the farming lifestyle at a 
young age by my late father, Bill Lee, and this is one way I can make sure I continue to 
work in the field that both of us love,” she says. Megan’s mom, Barb Lee, works for the 
Nebraska Public Power District at Cooper Nuclear Station.

When she’s not working at AgriVision Equipment Group in Hamburg, Iowa, 
Megan tends to a “small herd” of eight cattle—four Angus, and four Herefords. She re-
ceived her American Farmer Degree at the National FFA Convention this past October 
and runs a grain cart for a local farmer during the harvest season. Beyond her interest in 
beef cattle production, Megan is also active in photography and fixing up the family’s 
340 International tractor.

NCTA thanks the members of its Education Committee, which chose the scholarship winners 
from a field of about two dozen applicants. Committee members include Sharon Robinson, 
Chair, Brian Fuller, Cathy LeFevers, Barbara Porter, and Levi Cecil. For more information 
or to download a scholarship application, please visit https://movecoal.org/scholarships.

College or University 
Scholarship

Vocational, Trade, Certificate, 
or Associate Degree Program 

Scholarship
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2020 Member’s Dependent 
Scholarship Recipients
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engineering projects such as building and launching model rockets, renovating our older 
home, or fixing the family cars,” John says. “These experiences led me to pursue a career 
in engineering.”

At Missouri S&T, John is very active in the Kappa Alpha fraternity. Currently, he 
serves as the Brotherhood Chairman and an Academic Leader, working to build bonds 
between fraternity members and guide others academically. He also enjoys giving back 
to his local community by doing service work every semester. Outside of school, John is 
an avid outdoorsman, escaping to the Ozarks to hunt and fish every chance he gets.

Megan Lee
Southeast Community College | John Deere Ag Tech Program

Megan Lee attends Southeast Community College, in Milford, Nebraska, where she is 
pursuing an Associate of Applied Science degree in the John Deere Ag Tech program. 
“I decided to pursue this degree because I was introduced to the farming lifestyle at a 
young age by my late father, Bill Lee, and this is one way I can make sure I continue to 
work in the field that both of us love,” she says. Megan’s mom, Barb Lee, works for the 
Nebraska Public Power District at Cooper Nuclear Station.

When she’s not working at AgriVision Equipment Group in Hamburg, Iowa, 
Megan tends to a “small herd” of eight cattle—four Angus, and four Herefords. She re-
ceived her American Farmer Degree at the National FFA Convention this past October 
and runs a grain cart for a local farmer during the harvest season. Beyond her interest in 
beef cattle production, Megan is also active in photography and fixing up the family’s 
340 International tractor.

NCTA thanks the members of its Education Committee, which chose the scholarship winners 
from a field of about two dozen applicants. Committee members include Sharon Robinson, 
Chair, Brian Fuller, Cathy LeFevers, Barbara Porter, and Levi Cecil. For more information 
or to download a scholarship application, please visit https://movecoal.org/scholarships.

College or University 
Scholarship

Vocational, Trade, Certificate, 
or Associate Degree Program 

Scholarship

30 | Coal Transporter Coal Transporter | 31































NCTA Scholarship Announcements

2012 Scholarship Recipients
The NCTA awarded four scholarships to children of the employees of NCTA member companies at its annual fall 
conference in Denver. This year it was just so close that we added a fifth scholarship! These are the talented and 
hard-working recipients

By Emily Regis, Arizona Electric Power Cooperative
NCTA Treasurer and former Chairman of the Education Committee

Michelle Hummel - David Laffere Scholarship Winner
Case Western Reserve University  |  Civil Engineering 

Michelle Hummel is a junior at Case Western Reserve University. She plans to complete her 
bachelor’s degree in civil engineering with a focus in environmental engineering in May of 
2014. After graduation, Michelle plans to attend graduate school to earn a master’s degree 
in environmental or water resources engineering. Michelle then hopes to work as a water 
resources engineer. She is interested in designing water and wastewater systems or working 
to rehabilitate streams and other waterways. She became interested in water resources engi-
neering after she joined the Engineers Without Borders (EWB) chapter at her university in 
her first semester of college. Through this organization, she has been able to use engineering 
methods that she learned in the classroom and apply them to real world situations. During 
her first year as a member of EWB, she helped design the supply line of a water system for 
a rural community in the Dominican Republic and then later traveled there to take charge 
of the installation of one line of the system. This challenging experience has helped to shape 
her career goals. Michelle is extremely grateful for the NCTA scholarship that will help her 
continue to pursue her passion for water system design. 

Michelle is the daughter of David Hummel, an employee of American Electric Power in  
Canton, Ohio.

Laura Blunk 
Truman State University  |  Chemistry

Laura Blunk is a senior attending Truman State University. After completing her bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry in the spring 2013, Laura will be looking for an opportunity to do re-
search with materials that can improve the efficiency and environmental impact of using the 
nation’s natural resources, such as coal, for energy. Laura has already begun to work towards 
her goals and research interests. She recently was involved in a professor’s research project on 
synthesizing an effective and reusable carbon dioxide scrubber for power plant smoke stacks. 
She has also participated in two summer internships that have given her many effective lab 
skills. She was a Summer Scholar at the Stowers Institute for Medical Research in Kansas 
City, MO in 2010. During the summer of 2012, she was part of a Stevens’ Fellowship Pro-
gram at the University of Missouri-Columbia. Laura is already on her way toward a career in 
researching answers to today’s energy-related challenges.

Laura is the daughter of Ed Blunk, an employee of Kansas City Power and Light, Kansas City, 
Missouri.
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Jacob Leigh 
University of Wisconsin  |  Biology and Environmental Science

Jacob Leigh is a senior at University of Wisconsin, Green Bay working towards a double ma-
jor in Biology and Environmental Science. Jacob would like to work for a utility company 
in an environmental related field after graduation, and also become involved in promoting 
public awareness of environmental issues such as clean water initiatives and waste disposal 
efforts. As a student worker in the Environmental Department at Integrys, Jacob’s responsi-
bilities included a variety of field studies, lab work and analytical data entry. The field work 
included sampling wells, monitoring invasive species and stream quality and leading strand-
ed organism surveys during draw-downs at reservoirs. Another aspect of this job was the 
research and compilation of information on threatened bats, larger birds and invasive plants 
at substation and transformer sites owned by the utility. Jacob is strongly committed to serv-
ing his community and volunteers his time as an assistant Boy Scout Master. Jacob has also 
trained as a lifeguard where he has gained valuable emergency lifesaving and instructional 
skills, and has also worked as a student ambassador for the University of Wisconsin—Green 
Bay. Jacob is also involved with Cru, a Christian organization for college students, and is 
a member of Phi Eta Sigma. After graduation from University of Wisconsin—Green Bay, 
Jacob eventually plans on obtaining a graduate degree in Environmental Science. 

Jacob is the son of Robert Leigh, an employee of Integrys Business Support, LLC – Wisconsin 
Public Service, Green Bay, Wisconsin.

Meghan Mullins
University of Virginia’s College at Wise
Biology with a minor in Psychology 

Scholarship winner Meghan Mullins is pursing both a major in Biology and a minor in 
Psychology at University of Virginia’s College at Wise, VA. These education goals will help 
Meghan to pursue a career as a Physician’s Assistant after enrolling in a graduate degree 
program in medical science. After obtaining these degrees, Meghan would like to return to 
her home town in Dickenson County, VA to practice medicine. Growing up in rural Vir-
ginia, Meghan observed that the region lacked a large number of health care providers. This 
region of Virginia is a designated medically under-served area where community members 
must often travel long distances to obtain emergent treatment or to see a specialist. Meghan 
was drawn towards a career as a Physician’s Assistant after speaking with a local PA in her 
community. In June 2012, she began to shadow a local physician and his Nurse Practitio-
ner in order to expand the scope of her medical experience. In March 2012, Meghan was 
selected as a summer student fellow for the Healthy Appalachia Institute. Meghan focused 
her research in this program on the effects of tobacco use on the pulmonary function of coal 
miners diagnosed with Coal Worker’s Pneumoconiosis. Being chosen for one of the NCTA 
scholarships has allowed Meghan to focus on her educational and professional goals of 
returning to her hometown and helping the members of her community with a trustworthy 
option for healthcare close to home.

Meghan is the daughter of Carroll Wayne McCoy, an employee of Alpha Natural Resources, Para-
mount Coal Company Deep Mine # 41, McClure, Virginia.
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	 24/7/365 monitoring & management of railcars
	 Coordination of railcars w/shippers needs, mines and railroads
	 Immediate notification of problems and delays
	 Customized reports of activities
	 Assistance with contract development and administration
	 Leasing services
	 Railcar storage monitoring to eliminate lost cars

In good times or tough situations, our experts work hard to assure the optimal utilization of your 
critical railcar assets. Give us a call and we will customize a program to meet your specific needs.  

21 Carriage Hill Lane • Fredericksburg, VA 22407
phone (540) 604-6094 • fax (540) 301-0703 • www.maxeefish.com

Hannah Varel
University of Missouri 
Accounting

Hannah Varel is on track to graduate from the University of Missouri with a Master’s in 
Accounting. Hannah is currently a junior and has very challenging, yet reachable career 
aspirations. Hannah loves sports and hopes to be hired full-time out of college by a Big 4 
Accounting firm and establish herself as an accountant in the professional sports industry. At 
“Mizzou”, Hannah is a member of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners and is also 
on the women’s basketball team and hopes to be accepted into the Beta Alpha Si Accounting 
Fraternity. Along with Hannah’s challenging academic and extra-curricular schedule, Han-
nah is also an intern at Ameren in the strategic sourcing department. At Ameren, Hannah 
finds that she is required to think outside of the box and analyze data for both financial and 
risk analysis. Teamwork has also been a necessity in this position as she must communicate 
on multiple projects; specifically while in assisting with an internal process development 
project. Hannah is a diligent worker and strives for perfection at school and in the work-
place. Hannah comes from a large family and is very grateful to the NCTA for awarding her 
with this scholarship that has enabled her to continue to pursue her degree at University of 
Missouri. 

Hannah is the daughter of Ken Varel, an employee of Ameren, St. Louis, Missouri.

NCTA Scholarship Announcements Continued
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NCTA Scholarship Announcements

2011 Scholarship Recipients
The NCTA awarded four scholarships to children of the employees of NCTA member companies at its annual fall 
conference. These are the talented and hard-working recipients.

Recipient of the 2011 David Laffere Scholarship Award
Andrew Hamann
University of Texas at Austin
Electrical Engineering
Andrew Hamann is a senior at University of Texas majoring in electrical engineering and 
is admittedly captivated by the electric power industry. During his summer internship at 
LCRA, Andrew was convinced that the electric power industry held great potential and a 
wealth of interest for him and he is very excited about working in the industry some day. 
After graduation from University of Texas in May 2012, Andrew plans to go to graduate 
school and focus on electrical power systems as part of his degree program. Ultimately, 
Andrew would like to work in system modeling or electric power market operations after 
completing his education. Andrew tries to maintain a balance between school and work and 
is involved in the Tau Beta Pi engineering honor society at University of Texas. He enjoys 
playing sports in his free time and is an avid Texas Longhorn football and basketball fan. 
Andrew says he enjoys the utility industry and sees now as an excellent time to get involved 
in this field. With all of the challenges facing the industry today, Andrew sees opportunity 
for new ways of thinking and different approaches to evolving problems, such as ensuring 
clean, sustainable and reliable energy for years to come.

Andrew is the son of James Hamann, an employee of the Lower Colorado River Authority in 
Austin, Texas.

Brandon L. Yuill 
South Dakota School of Mines.
Electrical Engineering
 
Brandon Yuill is a junior at South Dakota School of Mines majoring in electrical engineer-
ing and plans to graduate with a BS in the fall of 2013. Brandon is well rounded individual 
who plays first chair trumpet in the South Dakota Symphonic band and also in a commu-
nity brass ensemble. He also plays bass for his church. While working towards his degree 
with a busy academic schedule, Brandon is employed part-time with SDSMT campus 
safety. Brandon is very serious about his studies and was on the Dean’s list at SDSMT in 
2011, and is currently placed in the 99th percentile for math and science in the collegiate 
assessment of academic proficiency scores. In addition to the demanding workload required 
for obtaining his degree, Brandon is seeking an internship at a coal fired power plant where 
he can obtain hands-on experience in the production of energy. With Brandon’s leadership 
skills and sincerity about his academic goals, he has the potential to become a great leader in 
the electrical industry after graduation.

Brandon is the son of Violet Yuill, an employee of American Electric Power in Alliance, Nebraska.

By Emily Regis, Arizona Electric Power Cooperative
Chairman, NCTA Education Committee
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Daniel D. Morton 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Electrical Engineering

Daniel Morton is an electrical engineering major at Virginia Tech and expects to graduate in 
May 2012 with a BS in Electrical Engineering with a concentration in power systems. Dan-
iel recently was accepted into a combined bachelors and masters degree program at Virginia 
Tech. After graduation, Daniel plans to begin working full-time and will continue with the 
MSEE program at Virginia Tech’s satellite campus. As part of this program, it is Daniel’s 
goal to perform research in the area of power system analysis, protection and control. After 
graduation, Daniel hopes to work in the electric power industry and then return to a local 
university to obtain a PhD or MBA. In addition to his demanding work load as an electri-
cal engineering major, Daniel volunteers his spare time to community service organizations. 
Daniel is an Eagle Scout and stays involved with his hometown Boy Scout troop whenever 
he returns home for breaks. Daniel has also served 4 years on the executive board of the 
Student Engineer’s Council at Virginia Tech, a nonprofit registered student organization 
that strives to improve the education of all engineering students at Virginia Tech. With these 
service and leadership accomplishments, Daniel hopes to achieve his educational and career 
goals and become a strong leader and engineer. 

Daniel is the son of David Morton, an employee of FirstEnergy in Greensburg, Pennsylvania.

Elias Heard
Georgia Institute of Technology
Mathematics and Electrical Engineering Dual Degree

 
Elias Heard is on his way to completing the electrical engineering portion of his degree in 
May 2013 at Georgia Tech, having already completed his mathematics degree within in just 
six semesters at Fort Valley State University under the Cooperative Developmental Energy 
Program. After completing his BSEE, Elias will be participating in the electrical engineering 
masters curriculum in 2013-2014 at Georgia Tech. Elias would like to work in the energy 
industry after graduation. He is honored to be able to participate in this program that is 
sponsored by several companies in the electric industry where so many successful leaders got 
their start and inspiration. Elias had an active role in his chapter of the National Society of 
Black Engineers and has remained on the dean’s list throughout his academic career. He has 
also worked professionally at EBay as and Operational Excellence intern.

Elias is the son of Mindy Watson-Ward, an employee of Cloud Peak Energy Resources, LLC in 
Broomfield, Colorado.
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